SUPPER   WITH   THE  GODS
without reading a few chapters of Sappho. Here is
the couplet upon Dawson:
" * No need to boast yourself well-read, the gift's hereditary
rather,
I read before I go to bed chapters of Sappho.    Thus your
father.'"
The sarcasm of the thing attracted Mahaffy. But he
did not laugh. The Benign Doctor suggested that
Dawson's father was to be envied, for he must be in
possession of an unknown papyrus which would be
extremely valuable if it were genuine. " But it is
probably a palimpsest."
" I never take more than two bottles of claret,
thanks. Now I will smoke. I cannot understand
people who drink wine while smoking. It is a
barbarism. How can the palate appreciate wine
when fumigated by tobacco ? But having taken as
much wine as one can relish, a cigar is an excellent
entertainment. Thank you, McGurk." The Master
helped MahaSy.
The Doctor, who never smoked, took a loud helping
of snuff. If the Master gives me a cigar, it will
mean that it will put an end to my drinking. I
perceived Mahaffy watching me, so I could not
swallow hurriedly what was left in the glass. I
thought of the boys in hospital who never imagined
that tobacco should set a period to their drinking.
But it was not wine they drank. I sipped my glass
delicately, and banished from my mind all memories
or imaginations of bottles of stout.
" Talking of Sappho," the Doctor warbled, " it was
the custom for the boys of noblest birth to pour out
the wine. The beautiful Sappho often sings of her
brother Laricus as serving the wine in the town hall
of Mytilene."
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